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 26th March | Notices 

SJ-St James’, SJCC-St James’ Church Centre,  
SMSJ-St Mary & St John’s at Gorse Ride Junior School,  
SMSJPC-SMSJ Parish Centre, SE-St Eligius Church 
AGCC – Arborfield Green Community Centre 
Sunday 26th 5th Sunday of Lent 
As a mark of respect and to support each other as we  
mourn the sudden death of our Rector, Leonard, there  
will be just one united service in the parish today at  
11.00am. This will be a Parish Communion service at St  
James’ at which Bishop Steven, Bishop of Oxford, will  
preside and preach. We are so grateful for his care and  
support of the parish at this time.  
 Further changes to our planned services and events  
may be necessary and we will endeavour to keep you up  
to date as the plans evolve.  
 

6.15pm   Confirmation Service at St Paul’s Church, 
Wokingham (early arrival and car sharing 
encouraged) 

Monday 27th     
9.30am   Fledgelings baby & toddler (SJCC) 
Tuesday 28th    
11.00am  Tuesday Men’s Group (SJCC) 
2.00pm  Tea & Chat (SMSJPC) 
7.30pm  Come and See (SJCC) 
Wednesday 29th  
9.15am  Toddler Praise (SE) 
Sunday 2nd April Palm Sunday 
8.00am  Holy Communion CW (SJ) 
9.30am  Café Church (SJCC)  
9.30am  Joint Holy Communion Service with 

SMSJ & SE at St Eligius Church 
11.00am  Parish Communion (SJ)   
6.00pm   Evensong (SJ) 
Forthcoming Sunday Services The untimely death of Revd 
Leonard has meant we will have to adjust some of our church 
services. All services at St James will be back to normal from 
next Sunday (Palm Sunday). St Eligius and St Mary and St 
John's will hold a joint service every Sunday at 0930 at St. 
Eligius until further notice. At St James’, our Café Church and 
Family Communion services at 0930 will continue as normal. 

Special Easter Services and Events 6th-9th April 
Maundy Thursday Bring & Share Supper 6th April 7:15pm/ 
7:30pm SJCC Sign-up sheets available at all worship centres,  
leading to 9pm Communion & Vigil (SJ) 
Good Friday, 7th April  
10am at SJCC Family Event & hot cross buns 
11am at SMSJPC Easter story, craft, egg hunt, refreshments  
2pm – 3pm at SJ Last hour at the cross. Choir singing 
Mozart’s Requiem  
Easter Sunday services at SJ at 6am, 8am.9,30am and 11am 
Joint Easter Family Service with SE and SMSJ Sun 9th April at 
9.30am at SE including refreshments, crafts, and Easter egg 
hunt (see note above about joint services during the vacancy) 

Warmest Congratulations to our Confirmation candidates 
who will be confirmed by Bishop Olivia this Sunday evening at 
St Paul’s Church, Wokingham. We are praying for them at this 
very special step in their Christian lives, but where their 
thoughts will understandably be also with Rev Leonard who 
prepared them for this day. 

The funeral for the late Mary Dewhurst - Monday 27th March 
at 1pm at Easthampstead Park Crematorium. 

Tuesday Men’s Group 11am at SJCC Why not come along 
and have a coffee and a chat if you’re free? We meet at 11am 
in the church centre. Feel free to bring a friend.  

The King’s Coronation Events 
Big Picnic Lunch Sunday 7th May 12:30pm at SJCC  
Celebrate the coronation and listen to the band in our 
beautiful church gardens. This event is open to all so please 
spread the word that all are welcome!!! 
Community Fun Day Monday 8th May 11am-1pm at SE 
Bouncy castle, games, biscuit decorating, crafts, and 
refreshments. Bring a picnic & catch up with family and 
friends!  

Come and See – every Tuesday at 7:30pm SJCC Come and 
See is our diocese-wide big, warm open invitation to everyone 
for an adventure in faith and trust. We are exploring the 
Beatitudes, a core message from Jesus’ ‘sermon on the 
mount’. It's completely free and all are welcome. Light 
refreshments provided. Bring a friend. Please contact the 
church office to let us know you are coming – 
office@stjames.finchampstead.co.uk or 0118 973 0133. 
Bishop Steven’s short daily emails for Come and See: The 
Beatitudes and a weekly family email are also available online 
via oxford.anglican.org/come-and-see. Not too late to sign up 
to either or to attend on Tuesdays. Highly recommended! 

Church Fete in Memorial Park 1st July 1pm – 4pm Our largest 
fundraising event and everyone can help in some way. Lots to 
do nearer the time but right now we are looking for 
sponsorship and significant donations suitable for the Grand 
Draw. If you have any contacts who could help, maybe 
through your work, please speak to Nicky 
(nicky@alder.ndo.co.uk), Carolyn (carolynfox@aol.com), or the 
church office.  

Save the Date 
6 – 9 April Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter Sunday 

7 May Coronation Picnic Lunch and band (SJ) 
8 May King’s Coronation Community Fun Day (SE)  

20 May Quiz Aid for Christian Aid (SJCC) 
24 May 7:30pm Parish Lecture (SJCC) 

1 July 1pm – 4pm Church Fete on Memorial Park 

 

 

Parish Intercessions List – Please pray for: Joyce Beckett, Sophie Hall, Ann Pask, Colin Ramsay McClaren, Linda Whiteside, Gerry and 
Steve Prosser, David Powell, Bob Helliwell, Mo Nottage, Daniel, Helen & Chris Goble, John Coombs, Tina Worrell, Alison Woodrow, 
Ginger Timms, Regina and Bella, Hannah and Tom Edwards, Jamie-Marie Hemming, Ashley Bootham, Caroline Anamoah,  
Nicola, Angela Mills, Hugh Dempster, Simon Lynch, Joanna, René, Lucia and Gioia Onugha 
And those who mourn the loss of loved ones: Catherine Livanos, Mary Dewhurst, Steve Carrol, Revd Dr Leonard Onugha 
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Readings and Prayers for  

26 March 2023: LENT 5 

Passiontide 

Isaiah 53: 1-12 

Isaiah foretells the coming of the saviour who will be 

despised and rejected by many. He will carry our 

sorrows and be pierced for our transgressions 

Who has believed our message and to whom has the 

arm of the LORD been revealed? 
2 He grew up before him like a tender shoot, and like 

a root out of dry ground. He had no beauty or 

majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his 

appearance that we should desire him. 
3 He was despised and rejected by mankind, a man 

of suffering, and familiar with pain. Like one from 

whom people hide their faces he was despised, and 

we held him in low esteem. 4 Surely, he took up our 

pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered him 

punished by God, stricken by him, and afflicted. 
5 But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was 

crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that 

brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we 

are healed. 6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray, 

each of us has turned to our own way; and 

the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.7 He 

was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his 

mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and 

as a sheep before its shearers is silent, so he did not 

open his mouth.8 By oppression and judgment he 

was taken away. Yet who of his generation 

protested? For he was cut off from the land of the 

living; for the transgression of my people he was 

punished. 9 He was assigned a grave with the 

wicked, and with the rich in his death, though he 

had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his 

mouth.10 Yet it was the LORD’s will to crush him and 

cause him to suffer, and though the LORD makes his 

life an offering for sin, he will see his offspring and 

prolong his days, and the will of the LORD will 

prosper in his hand. 11 After he has suffered, he will 

see the light of life and be satisfied; by his 

knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, 

and he will bear their iniquities.12 Therefore I will 

give him a portion among the great, and he will 

divide the spoils with the strong, because he poured 

out his life unto death, and was numbered with the 

transgressors. For he bore the sin of many, and 

made intercession for the transgressors. 

Psalm 130 

Romans 8:6-11 

Paul writes of the transforming power of the Holy 

Spirit. 

6 To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the 

mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7 For this reason 

the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it 

does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 
8 and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
9 But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, 

since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who 

does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to 

him. 10 But if Christ is in you, though the body is 

dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of 

righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of him who raised 

Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised 

Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal 

bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 

John 11:32-45 

John reports that Jesus initially appeared indifferent 

to the fate of Lazarus, the brother of Martha and 

Mary. After Lazarus died Jesus went to their village. 

32 When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, 

she knelt at his feet and said to him, ‘Lord, if you 

had been here, my brother would not have died.’ 
33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who 

came with her also weeping, he was greatly 

disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34 He said, 

‘Where have you laid him?’ They said to him, ‘Lord, 

come and see.’ 35 Jesus began to weep. 36 So the 

Jews said, ‘See how he loved him.’ 37 But some of 

them said, ‘Could not he who opened the eyes of the 

blind man have kept this man from dying?’ 

38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the 

tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against 

it. 39 Jesus said, ‘Take away the stone.’ Martha, the 

sister of the dead man, said to him, ‘Lord, already 

there is a stench because he has been dead for four 

days.’ 40 Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that if 

you believed, you would see the glory of God?’ 41 So 

they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upwards 

and said, ‘Father, I thank you for having heard me. 
42 I knew that you always hear me, but I have said 

this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that 

they may believe that you sent me.’ 43 When he had 

said this, he cried with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come 

out!’ 44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet 

bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a 

cloth. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, and let him 

go.’ 45 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come 

with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in 

him.  

Collect 

Gracious Father, you gave up your Son out of love 

for the world: lead us to ponder the mysteries of 

his passion, that we may know eternal peace 

through the shedding of the blood of our Saviour, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Post Communion 

Lord Jesus Christ, you have taught us that what we 

do for the least of our brothers and sisters we do 

also for you: give us the will to be the servant of 

others as you were the servant of all, and gave up 

your life and died for us, but are alive and reign, 

now and for ever. 


